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Article Analysis: What is an American?
The issue of the culture believes and values of America are important in the definition of what America is. As such, earlier American Writers such as St. Jean de Crevecoeur have contributed greatly to demonstrate some of the features and values that define America. America is made of a certain culture that determines and drives the way of people’s living. In “What is an American” Crevecoeur tries to illustrate those things that make an American. Through the article, it can be easy to learn that an American is not an American without specific values, character, and culture. This paper analyses the article What is an American by St. Jean de Crevecoeur. 
Crevecoeur was born in 1735 and a French native. He came to the United States as a mapmaker. However, before his travel to the United States, Crevecoeur, went to England to stay with a relative at the age of nineteen. This gave Crevecoeur good knowledge about Europe and the United States. Through his life in the two continents, Crevecoeur would create a perfect comparison between the lives and people in Europe and the United States. What is an American serves as an eye-opener to get into the lives, the culture, believes and values of the time. This gives the impression to understand how the United States has evolved since the 17th century until today. From the article it is clear that a lot changed since the things Crevecoeur express about America does not reflect America today. The issue of social hierarchy in America in the 17th and 18th century is far distinct from today. However, Crevecoeur makes this comparison with Europe at the time.
Crevecoeur (1782) refers to America as that place that gives people identity. For the immigrant who is looking for a place to settle and call home, America is that place. Unlike in Europe where social hierarchy depended on serving of the royal families, America served as a place that gives people the opportunity to build themselves and find who they are. An American is one who accepts and invites others without consideration of identity. The issue of the gap between the rich and poor did not work for an American. Everyone was equal whether immigrants, natives or whites. According to Crevecoeur (1782), the American belief to give people freedom could change the history. America served as a place where the poor from Europe would find hope and a place to call home. Crevecoeur shows that America gave the European immigrants an identity whereby they work together in order to form something bigger. Although they are used in this foreign land, they believed that life is better than that in Europe. 
This article is relevant to understand the history of European immigrants in America. It also offers an insight into the things that changed the scope of what America is today. According to Crevecoeur (1782), America started developing through working together with the natives, and the settlers to come up with a tangible outcome. Instead of looking at the poor European immigrants as low levels in the society, America embraced them and accepted them as part of them. Crevecoeur writes “formerly they were not numbered in any civil lists of their country, except in those of the poor.” (Para #4) However, migrating to America changed something in them. One of the values of America at the time was the acceptance of others as America stood as a liberal country. Acceptance of other was one thing that defined an American. They lived in the community and worked together to develop and build the industries for the overall development of the country. Through values, culture and believes America could stand on its own.
In conclusion, this paper has analyzed the article What is an American by Hector St. Jean de Crevecoeur. The article demonstrates the values, cultures and believes that drove the identity of an American during the time. The strength of the article is that shows and provides vital information about the European immigrants in America. However, the weakness is that it does not provide information about the working condition of European immigrants. 
   




















Reference
de Crevecoeur. J. S. H. (1782). What is an American?. Digital History. Retrieved from http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtid=3&psid=3644
